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«...I think emotions are in control of human lives all the time. Generous emotions characterise a good person. Sordid emotions are symptomatic of a mean soul... Theatre must be the most important of all kinds of art. If the arts decline, people’s feelings will also deteriorate…»
Leonid Litvinenko,
People’s artist of Ukraine
Kherson’s theatre has an interesting and complicated history, its own triumphs and losses. Today it is hard to believe that Kherson’s theatrical life began in a poky and comfortless place. It was old General Laubry’s abode, which was bought out in 1823 and rebuilt into a theatre house. Actors worked in this wooden building with gas-lighting and earth flooring for fifty years. Kherson’s spectators saw the first performance in 1830. However, only amateurs performed in Kherson’s theatre then. In the summer of 1846, Kherson’s viewers were able see a professional troupe, including the famous actor Mikhail Shchepkin who was invited from the capital.
At last, in 1883 the City Council made the decision to put up a new building for the theatre, thanks to the Governor-General Erdeli’s initiative. The architect was Vladislav Dombrovsky: he created the cultural centre on the neglected waste ground in Staroobryadnytska square.
On October 1, 1889, the new theatre was ready to entertain the spectator. The first performance was delivered at 8 p.m. The auditorium was full, so the play was repeated the next day.
The first theatrical season was directed by Lelev-Vuchetich: he prepared a serious repertoire, and during the first month Kherson’s theatre had great success. Unluckily, because the repertoire was not wide enough, demand soon fell. Ticket prices fell. Despite this, the entrepreneur did not cancel the performances. 
The second season was managed by Vlasov, and the situation got worse: he had no money to pay the actors. The creative group collapsed and it was a major blow to Kherson’s theatrical life.
For a long time there was no local troupe in the city, so the theatre became a place to welcome touring actors. Marko Kropyvnytsky’s and brothers Tobileviches’ troupes found huge success in Kherson. 
The beginning of 20th century was a breath of fresh air for our theatre. Marked changes took place connected with Vsevolod Meyerhold’s name. He founded The Association of New Drama in 1902, which provided an opportunity for many talented actors. Within two years Meyerhold’s troupe brought the ideas of The Moscow Art Theatre onto Kherson’s stage, working with Stanislavsky’s principles of realism; at the same time Meyerhold started to develop his own methods. Kherson’s spectator could see the works of famous playwrights and prose writers like Chekhov, Griboyedov, Ostrovsky, Tolstoy, Schiller, Ibsen and many more. It was a great boost for dramatic art in our city.
After the revolution in 1917 Shumskiy and Kovalev created The Ukrainian Professional Theatre (which stopped its work in 1921). The famous singer Oksana Petrusenko started her stage career in Kherson. Due to her breathtaking voice the viewers called the actress «the Ukrainian Nightingale». She worked in Kherson till 1921.
In 1925, The Professional Group of Russian Drama was created. This troupe included the actors of the old Ukrainian and Russian theatres.

In July 1936, Kherson’s Ukrainian Drama Theatre was created from the troupes of The Odessa Mobile Theatre of Working Youth, the graduates of theatrical schools and some of Kherson’s actors. On November 6, it gave its first performance.

The initial success gave the theatre an opportunity to tour Crimea and the Far East.
Kherson’s theatre heard about the beginning of World War II on the tour. It was during a performance, and the actors kept playing to prevent panic... The road home was hard. When the theatre returned, the troupe continued their work, though many young actors became soldiers and went to the front.

When the front line came closer to Kherson, the theatre was ordered to move to Perm. A long roving began. With each new city it was harder and harder to save costumes and property, so the actors decided to put on their outfits. It was a hard time. They saw destroyed roads and buildings everywhere. Though exhausted and hungry, the actors helped each other and overcame these difficulties with courage.
Conditions were hard. Sometimes the troupe slept under the stars. When money ran out, men had to go to work as loaders to bring money for food and transit. The road was also difficult, to get a ticket to a carriage was a miracle. The coaches were overcrowded, so women slept at night, men slept by day. The list of the cities was huge; the terminal station was somewhere in Central Asia. 
In September 1944, the troupe returned to Kherson, everyone looked at the ruins of the theatre with a heavy heart. Kherson’s viewers had been missing the professional theatre too. Performances were resumed, and the actors began making their viewers happy again. 

In 1990 the theatre was named after Mykola Kulish, a famous prose writer and playwright. He was born in Kherson region and here his working and creative life started.
In 1999, the festival «Tavria’s Melpomene» took place for the first time and has been held annually since. Each year troupes from different countries share their successful creative experience with us.
Nowadays Kherson’s theatre continues to add its pages to the history of Ukrainian art and can be proud of its wonderful collection of plays; it keeps on making viewers happy with both premieres and classic plays loved by everyone in our city.

Theatre is the art of emotions, and it carries on moulding human souls...
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